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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 23, 2022

Even if we cannot gather in person, Emmanuel God is with us.

This was a strange period of time, with the passing of a number of cultural icons. First, Betty 
White, who I learned with her passing has devoted much of her life to the care and rescue of 
animals. Second, the singer known as Meatloaf, whose music filled my head with memories of 
many high school dances, and most recently, Thich Nhat Hanh, a Buddhist teacher known to 
Martin Luther King Junior and Thomas Merton. On learning of his death, the Dalai Llama, in a 
letter of condolence, offered, “I have no doubt that the best way we can pay tribute to him is to 
continue his work to promote peace in the world.” I commend his writings to you and ask for 
prayer for all of these souls and all who have been lost in recent times.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray the collect of the day.

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

First Lesson
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read 
from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So 
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading.
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And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or 
weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go 
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing 
is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength." 

The Psalm
Psalm 19
Caeli enarrant

1 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands,
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect
and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean
and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
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11 By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends?
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

New Testament
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-
-Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the 
hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members 
do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same 
care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? 
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

The Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Luke 4:14-21
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Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing."

Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May only God’s word be written – May only God’s word be read – Amen.

It’s almost a silly question to ask if you’ve ever had dreams – everyone has had a dream at 
some point! Dreams are, after all, part of the human experience. When I was young, many of 
my dreams often looked like a cross between “Star Trek,” and “Lord of the Rings” and when I 
got a little older they seemed to take on a different tone and form. Think about your dreams for a 
minute – then focus on how startling it was when they came true.

I know – when they came true. And I don’t mean a Disney movie moment with loud trumpets 
and balloons. Maybe the dreams didn’t look quite like you imagined them. (I never got my Star 
Trek dreams – at least nothing that looked like them!)

This is what we are seeing in today’s Gospel. Isaiah, through Scripture, spoke the dreams of the 
people of Israel. They dreamt of the Messiah for generations. Scripture spoke to their hearts 
and offered words for what they could only dream. “He has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor – he has sent me to proclaim release to the captives - recovery of sight to the blind - to 
let the oppressed go free – and to have a year of the Lord’s favor.” This is not a bad dream, 
really, good news for the poor, (they can always use some good news). Release to the captives, 
(freedom is a good dream), recovery of sight to the blind, (what news could be better) to let the 
oppressed go free, (freedom again – I’m detecting a theme here), and a full year of the Lord’s 
favor. What a great dream!

But then Jesus gets unexpectedly bold – “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing." Today? Does he mean HIM? How can he claim that? Can it be true? Imagine the 
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audacity of someone saying your dreams were coming true – not just yours, but the dreams of 
everyone around you! Think about it, Jesus was raised as a Jew, so this Scripture, these 
dreams, would have been part of his make-up, too. 

This was a big one for the people of Israel – they were occupied, they were poor and 
oppressed, and my guess would be turned to this ideal offered by Isaiah for comfort in times of 
stress, taking comfort in the words that they would one day be free, they would one day no 
longer poor. They would one day be no longer oppressed, and rather than feeling forgotten by 
the Lord, they would live for a year in the Lord’s favor! And now this one man was saying 
today’s the day? Imaging believing in something your whole life and hearing those words “this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” What do you do? Do you believe it, even if it doesn’t 
look like you imagined? Has the dream come true?

As we read further in Luke, we hear the people reacting saying “All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked, 
perhaps I imagine with a touch of shock and confusion in their tone. This passage is considered 
by many biblical scholars to be the beginning of Jesus’ Galilean ministry – he has offered who 
he is to the people.

But Jesus, after this initial reception, seems to go on to rile the crowd up offering, “Truly I tell 
you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown.” Jesus goes on to make a number of statements 
that seem to dismiss Scripture, leading to a reaction described this way, “All the people in the 
synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took 
him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But he 
walked right through the crowd and went on his way.”

The fulfillment of the dream does not look like they had imagined all that time. We have the 
advantage of a broader vision – we know what happens in the story, and how Jesus goes on to 
be as Isaiah described – but in context, the people do not know this. Their beliefs have been 
challenged by one who claims to be what they have sought and dreamt of for years.

In today’s reading from Corinthians, we are offered “Indeed, the body does not consist of one 
member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body.”

Our dreams are part of who we are, too. “Not any less part of the body,” they affect who we are 
day-to-day. Perhaps not with the same prophetic impact we hear today! The dreams of Isaiah’s 
words in Scripture made the people who they were. The dreams were important. Many of the 
dreams and visions recorded in the Bible were considered prophetic, so dreams were 
considered important and not to be dismissed.

Today dreamers are often considered flighty and hard to pin down. When you are 
“daydreaming” you are just not paying attention. In the context of today’s reading, though, 
dreamers were not considered weak or distant. Dreams were to be respected. Corinthians 
again, offers, “our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 
greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the 
members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.” Be sure to leave space for the 
dreams and for the dreamers.
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Christ often spoke prophetically. Do you think Christ had dreams? In Philippians it is offered “but 
God emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men.” And I said at the beginning that having dreams is part of the human experience. What 
would God, living in the world in the form of Jesus, have dreamed?

Another look at today’s reading of Corinthians offers, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it.” If we, all of us together, are the body of Christ, we, all together, are 
part of that dream. It’s not something we wait for someone else to do. We work according to our 
strengths, because we, together, can bring good news to the poor – we together can proclaim 
release to the captives, we together, as the body of Christ, can help the oppressed to freedom, 
help the blind, and go forward into time in the Lord’s favor. 

The dream may just not look like we imagined. Amen.

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

To be totally honest, I miss you folks! I am perhaps optimistically thinking we can look at 
regathering in early February. We’ll see how things look then. No more info at the moment on 
the scheduled Bishop’s visitation, but I have little doubt it will be unlike any other visitation you 
have had!

Be well and be safe.

Life is short,
And we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with –

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Philippians/2/7
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So be swift to love,
Make haste to be kind,
And go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In Christ,
David +
dprentice@trinityofwoburn.com


