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Even if we cannot gather in person, Emmanuel God is with us.

I hope you are all finding ways to keep warm in this intense cold spell! For now, make a cup of 
tea, and let’s sit in church for a while.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you, all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray the collect of the day.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead 
us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.

The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;



for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.

For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you. 

The Psalm
Psalm 36:5-10
Dixit injustus

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep;
you save both man and beast, O Lord.

7 How priceless is your love, O God!
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life,
and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you,
and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

The Epistle
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You 
know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let 
Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses.

The Gospel 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, 
"Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." 
And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the 
chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 
now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him.

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

A Reflection

May only God’s word be written. May only God’s word be read. Amen.

I know Facebook seems like a funny place to start discussing this Gospel – but this was the first 
place my mind went to when reading this! There was a meme going around a few months back 
that showed a very lavish-looking display of wine in a shop. The marker over the section in the 
store read “water,” and at the bottom of the picture, the print said, “Jesus must have been here.”

We chuckle at this because the water being changed into wine is, in my opinion, one of the most 
easily recognized of Jesus’ miracles, or signs as referred to in the Gospel of John. In the 
Gospel, this is described as the “first of the signs.” Jesus has actually foretold this sign in his 
conversation with Nathaniel earlier in John. It is Nathaniel who has posed the question, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” When he meets Jesus and sees him for what he is, 
Nathaniel proclaims. “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus informs 
Nathaniel that “He will see greater things than these.” And the wedding follows in three days.

But back to the wine. When we hear that the wine “gave out,” this, in context, would have been 
a negative sign on the family hosting the wedding, as they did not provide enough for their 
guests. The mother of Jesus (who oddly is never named in the Gospel of John) offers this news 
to Jesus, telling him, “They have no wine." Jesus responds to his mother with an almost 
dismissive sounding, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come." Again, to provide some context, “Woman” is described for the time as a term of respect 
and affection, so perhaps this is not dismissive at all! 

But, at the same time, offering “My hour has not yet come." Seems to suggest that Jesus 
perhaps did not feel ready to be revealed as who and what he is, and he did not wish for this to 
be controlled or influenced by his mother’s or culture’s desires. She responds by instructing the 
servants to “do whatever he tells you.”



Now the story seems to get oddly specific. We are offered that there were “six stone water jars 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.” The rites of purification 
were ceremonial, but it is important to note these jars were stone, not clay or wood, which would 
have become ceremonially unclean by coming into contact with an unclean object of person. 
So, by way of Jesus’ actions, the contents are now sanctified and will remain so.

Jesus then has the servants fill the jars with water. After the jars are filled with water, Jesus has 
them draw some out and present it to the chief steward – think master of ceremonies for the 
wedding feast. He tries what the servants have just seen to be water and proclaims it to be 
Good wine offering to the bridegroom “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now." What 
was water has become the good wine of the wedding feast.

I found it rather intriguing to consider the steward’s statement, “Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.” Intriguing to consider 
because that fear of running out sounds so much like our cultural concerns today. At the 
wedding feast, they did not want to run out of wine – then the wine “gave out.”

What are we afraid of running out of? We, as a society, seem to be afraid of running out of most 
everything if you listen to the news – the supply chain is broken, we are going to run out of jobs, 
we are going to run out of money, for a brief bewildering period, we were going to run out of 
toilet paper, we are going to run out of safety, we may just run out of common sense, and we 
just don’t have enough of everything to go around. And yet you almost never hear anyone 
overly concerned about running out of some of what I consider the basics of our faith. What if 
we run out of compassion? What if we run out of caring? What if we run out of justice? What if 
we run out of dignity and respect for each other? 

These are the thing we should be concerned about running out of – it’s the promise we take in 
our baptism when we are asked, “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being?” and we respond “I will, with God help.” 

But of course, it is with God’s help that the wine at the feast doesn’t run out. We have not saved 
the best for last. With the grace of the Lord, it does not run out. Grace, when we let it, allows 
these things to continue. Actually, it isn’t up to us to “allow” it at all. Grace continues whether we 
acknowledge it or not.

So don’t be afraid of running out of the blessings. We will continue to be blessed by the grace of 
the Lord, and we have taken a vow to strive for these things at our baptism. It’s what we are 
meant to do – not to fear scarcity but to celebrate the abundance of what is actually important.

Jesus did. Today’s Gospel ends by offering, “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” 

What say we believe him, too?

Share these things - compassion, caring, empathy, love - and share them abundantly.

Share them because we believe – and we know they will not run out.

Amen.



Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the online services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Interesting news this week – Trinity is scheduled for a visit from Bishop Alan on February 6. I 
have no idea what this will look like yet – I’m not even sure we will be regathered and 
worshipping in person at that point, but I will be discussing it all in a meeting with Alan (via 
Zoom, of course) and will share more details next week. 

Tomorrow is Martin Luther King, Jr Day. I’d like to close with some of his words that hand on a 
bulletin board near my computer where I see them and think about them almost every day. 

“Use me. God. Show me how to take who I am, who I want to be, and what I can do, and use it 
for a purpose greater than myself.”

Life is short,
And we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with.

So be swift to love,
Make haste to be kind,
And go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In Christ,
David +
dprentice@trinityofwoburn.com


