
Celebration of the Epiphany
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Even if we cannot gather in person, Emmanuel God is with us.

This morning we celebrate the Epiphany. Technically speaking, the Epiphany falls on January 6, 
on the last day of the 12 days of Christmas – but the liturgy allows the celebration to be a bit 
flexible.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray the collect of the day.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead 
us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,



because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

The Psalm
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Deus, judicium

1 Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.

11 All kings shall bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,
and the oppressed who has no helper.

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

The Epistle
Ephesians 3:1-12



This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me 
by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that 
through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he 
has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

A Reflection



The Gospel should strike many of you as sounding familiar, as it is the same Gospel we read 
last week! But the point remains the same. We celebrate today the end of the journey of the 
wise men, they have found the Christ child and paid him homage and offered him gifts “of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” On the Epiphany, Christmas ends. Or does it?

The celebration traditions of the Epiphany are of some length by themselves. The word 
“Epiphany” comes from the Greek word which means ‘reveal’, as the date marks the day the 
baby Jesus was ‘revealed’ to the world. The Epiphany is, in its own right, a special part of 
Christmas and the story of Jesus’ birth, as it celebrates when the three wise men followed a star 
to visit the son of God.

In some countries, the festival is just as important as Christmas Day itself. In Spain and some 
Latin American countries, people take the day off work on January 6 and hold parades and 
fireworks displays in the streets.

Some believe it is not Santa Claus who brings gifts for children but in fact the three wise men. 
The night before Epiphany, children leave out drinks for the three wise men in the same way 
you might leave out a cookie for Santa, and fill their shoes with straw for the kings’ horses to 
eat. The next day they will find cookies, sweets, or gifts in place of the drinks they left out.

In France, people celebrate the Day of Kings, celebrated by children and adults going to parties 
and enjoying King cake - a round, flat puff pastry cake with two hidden figurines inside. Whoever 
finds the figurines hiding in the almond cream will become the King or Queen for the day and 
everyone must obey their demands. King cake also continues as a tradition in New Orleans.

Eastern Orthodox Christians actually celebrate Christmas on Epiphany but their Epiphany is 
celebrated on January 19 and commemorates the baptism of Jesus. It is around that date that 
the Episcopal church also celebrates the baptism of Jesus. To mark the occasion, many 
submerge themselves in ice water - a tradition that is believed to wash them of their sins. Some 
even dip themselves in the water - which they believe becomes holy on the day of Epiphany - 
three times, to mark the Holy Trinity. (A tradition, that personally, I am just as happy not to take 
part in!)

But on a more serious note regarding the Epiphany, I want to share the words of Howard 
Thurman, once Dean of the Chapel at Boston University. In his piece The Work of Christmas, 
he offered:

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.



Every year, I read this again on or around the Epiphany. And feel the importance and the 
poignance again. Christmas is over – it’s all being put away. The tree is down, the decorations 
have been boxed up for another year. 

“The Song of the Angel is stilled, the star in the sky is gone. The kings and princes are home, 
the shepherds are back with their flock.”

To celebrate Christmas, we’ve worked, we’ve panicked, we’ve wrapped, and now it’s over for 
another year. For many, this is time to relax and catch their breath after all the chaos of 
Christmas.

But hold on – not according to this piece. Now, “The work of Christmas begins.” NOW?!?! We 
have just barely found the living room again! After everything we have done, how can the work 
be just beginning?

We have celebrated the birth of the child, now we act on what has been brought into the world. 
With the arrival of Jesus, maybe it is an awareness in us of what needs to be done in the world. 
An awareness of the darkness that can be dispelled by the light we have celebrated being in the 
world. Maybe it’s a deeper awareness of our own responsibilities to the world and to each other.

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

It’s a lot, I know, often seeming daunting – but we have been to the party, and now it’s time to 
get to work. As we read from Isaiah:

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

The chance to do this work is a gift in itself. It’s not always easy, but it is a gift that comes from 
holding this child in our hearts. It is a gift, and a responsibility, much like anytime you have a 
child in your life. This is our duty as Christians. It can be overwhelming but try not to be 
overwhelmed. Start small where you can – these are all important steps.

Christmas is over. Let’s get to work.

Amen. 



Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us – Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the online services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 

I’m sorry to say things are not improving in the situation with the virus. We will continue with the 
written services for the remainder of January and will hope to regather in February. I respectfully 
ask that you be attentive to your pledge in this time, and to reach out if you are in need and we 
can help. I continue to hold you all in my prayers. Please, if you haven’t, do get vaccinated 
and/or boosted and wear your masks when you go out. Stay safe and know that you are not 
alone.

Life is short,
And we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us –

So be swift to love,
Make haste to be kind,
And go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In Christ,
David +
dprentice@trinityofwoburn.com


