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Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021

And Easter continues – It’s all about rebirth and regathering.  Hoping to be able to announce 
some information about regathering soon – lots to do to get there, but we will get there!  Pray for 
patience – but it will happen!   And if you have not yet gotten your injection, please do – this 
helps and gets us that much closer to being able to safely gather. 

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Praying together:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray the collect of the day.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

First Lesson
Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The Response
Psalm 98
Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
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3 The Lord has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world
and the peoples with equity.

The Epistle
1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

The Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
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commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayers of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord my 
strength and my redeemer. Amen.

Somewhere along the line, culturally we accepted a rather odd definition of love.  Love makes 
things easy, and beautiful, and makes you prone to burst into joyous song without warning.  Not 
quite the songs we hear of in the Psalm where we hear “Sing to the Lord a new song,” but 
something a bit more from a musical romance.

I blame those old MGM musical romances that always made love sound like the pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow.  You have it, and you have all that you need – life and everything in it is 
now easy.

Our culture is also not too fond of vulnerability – something that always, without question, a part 
of love.  Vulnerability equals weakness, but that very weakness opens us to love. When we love 
– when we open our hearts to the gifts love can offer, we are also vulnerable – with all the costs 
that can bring to bear.

Is life really easy once we have love?  I don’t remember any of those romances mentioning he 
work that can be involved with love. Love involving work somehow makes it sounds so much 
less romantic – but every honest love story I know also involves work!  To be honest, love is  not 
all rainbows and roses, even if that is the image we have often accepted.

When Jesus offers “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”  It 
doesn’t mean everything will now be easy.  If you go back and read it again, you will find the 
word “easy” is not used in the Gospel at all!

Love is something much more complex than we can capture in that one word.  I was fascinated 
to discover the Greek language has not one word, but four words for love?  In my opinion, this 
only starts to cover the variety of types of love in the world. 

The four words for the different types of love in Greek are eros, phileo, storage, and agape. 
Storge roughly translates to family loyalty, while agape is an unconditional love – this being the 
type we are prone to equate with God’s love.  Eros is what we typically think of as romantic 
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love, which we celebrate to excess in those romance movies I mentioned before.  Meanwhile, 
phileo means things like fondness, enjoyment, and friendship, a more day-to-day love.

We may like to believe that all love is agape – but if we are honest, I think we need to admit that 
love fluctuates.  That is not a bad thing, things ebb and flow in life and that is 
natural.  Sometimes the tide comes in, and sometimes it is out. In day-to-day life, I believe love 
fluctuates between all of these. Perhaps more eros on Valentine’s day, and phileo on most days.

This is what makes agape love so startling, truly unconditional love, and constant, 
too.   Unconditional love leads to things like what we are offered in the Gospel - “No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  Unconditional love is both hard 
to imagine and hard to practice.

I’m going to take the liberty of adding a type of love for consideration, as this is one type of love 
we all, perhaps, have been spending more time in lately. Tough love is sometimes used as a 
negative expression of love, but I believe tough love can be tough both to the giver and the 
receiver.

A sort of tough love is expressed in the Gospel when Jesus offers, “You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name.”

I love you – you had no choice in the matter, and now you have work to do.  Go out and bear 
fruit, not just any fruit, but fruit that will last. “Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in 
my name.”

Not easy sometimes – as a matter of fact, it is often difficult.

Difficult like on one recent day at the shelter dealing with a guest who was aggressively 
confrontational with both staff and some other guests.   Details are somewhat irrelevant – the 
conclusion was that we had to ask him to leave.

Not barred, not angrily thrown out, just taken out hopefully with respect and allowing him to 
maintain some level of his dignity – (We are the Grace Center, after all.)  At his rather angry 
request, I went back inside and got his phone for him – and then he left the building and the 
property.

When he reappeared a few days later, I was outside.  He asked if he was allowed in. I told him of 
course and reminded him lunch was still available inside.

Perhaps love isn’t the first word that comes to mind in this particular scenario, but tough love 
seems to work. Out of love for the other guests, he needed to be asked to leave.  (The tough 
part.)  Out of love for him, he was allowed back in and was fed.

This is our call as Christians.  Jesus says, “This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.”  No promise of it is easy, or simple to do.  He asks this as friends. “You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
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servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.”

Love even when it is not easy.  Love even when it doesn’t look like it does in the movies.  Love 
even when it seems to fluctuate – we are not the same every day – why should love be the 
sane?  Love even if they look different than you do, act different than you do, or love differently 
than you do – Because when it all comes down to it, Love is love. Love is not ours to define – it 
is ours to live. The promise of love is consistent and constant “So that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.” 

Abide in His love.

Amen. 

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us – Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The prayer of Spiritual Communion this week is from apartheid era South Africa.  In that time 
many prisoners were denied the sacraments and had to find other ways of taking Communion. 
This found its way into the 1989 Anglican Church of Southern Africa Prayer Book as a help to 
others who could not receive

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. May your body and blood be my food and drink. May 
your passion and death be my strength and life. Jesus, with you by my side enough has been 
given. May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. Let me not run from the love which 
you offer but hold me safe from the forces of evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your 
love. Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints, I may praise you forever. 
Amen. 

A Blessing for Easter
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The world is now too dangerous
And too beautiful for anything but love
May your eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone
Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor.
May your hand be so blessed
That everything you touch is a sacrament.
Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love.
May your feet be so blessed you run
To those who need you.
And may your heart be so opened,
So set on fire, that your love,
Your love changes everything.
Amen. 

Go out into the world and love.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Yours in Christ,
Dave+
DPrentice@TrinityofWoburn.com


