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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

And Easter continues – where do you find signs of the Resurrection? What rebirth is giving you 
joy these days? Even on rainy days, I have gotten great pleasure from observing the lilac bush 
outside our living room window. Teetering on the brink of bloom, a good sunny day should 
make those blooms almost pop! Look for these signs of rebirth and new life, and take note of 
God’s presence in each one of them.

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Praying together:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson 
Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
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In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Response
Psalm 22:24-30
Deus, Deus meus

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him:
"May your heart live for ever!"

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord;
he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the Lord'S forever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done.

The Epistle
1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
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atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 
loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also.

The Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.”

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayers of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

I think it’s true - Can you feel it? I’m starting to actually believe Spring is coming! There are 
some green shoots showing in the garden, and signs of life all around – even in the midst of all 
this rain. Once the sun comes out, and it inevitably does, I think green things are just going to 
explode with life! I know we are an Easter people and we believe in the resurrection but I often 
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find my belief in the renewal of life and the spring stumbles and trips a bit, especially when 
winter lingers like it has this year.

Are any of you gardeners? This week’s gospel seems to be designed for you, I think, but we are 
diving into a different sort of gardening here. This is not about the tomatoes and the zucchini and 
the flowers, we are dealing with the gardening of the spirit. And keep in mind that when we 
discuss gardening in Biblical times, this was not a casual weekend activity. The crops were often 
a matter of survival, as people could not casually go to Market Basket to get their produce. They 
were dealing with what fed them, just like we are hopefully dealing with something that feeds us, 
too.

So, what does this gospel offer on tending the vine? Jesus describes his father as the vine grower, 
offering that “he removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.” This is sensible advice for a 
gardener, but let’s take it a step further than the garden. How often have you removed the 
branches that bear no fruit in your own life? 

Not always an easy thing to do, but for me, I know I have removed branches that bear no fruit or 
had no life. Jobs that seem to go nowhere, relationships that are strictly one-sided in their growth 
and movement, situations in life that are not going in any specific direction of growth or seem 
likely to bear fruit. Maybe the branch that needs to be removed is a sort of addiction or habit that 
interferes with other growth in your life.

These unproductive branches are often cut so that the energy supporting them can go to a more 
productive spot, to help growth and life in the vine as a whole.

The branches that are producing fruit need tending. How do we tend them? With attention and 
with love. In a relationship that is bearing fruit? Pay attention to its growth, prune back as 
needed, and watch the harvest! In a job that feeds your spirit? Look at where and how it feeds 
you and prune the parts that are less productive. The secret here seems to be to pay attention, see 
what works and what grows, and make sure it had plenty of room to do just that – just as God 
does with us.

And let’s be clear here – when I describe a branch as fruitful and productive, I am not talking 
about making enough money or gaining enough status. This is not a good harvest if it just gives 
you more stuff. I’m talking about productivity on a deeper level, something that makes your 
heart feel full and provides an awareness that you are growing and moving in a good direction - 
maybe even helping your relationship with God.

And a small note of caution here – some vines will tangle very easily, and stunt the growth of the 
vine to bear fruit. These vines can grow thick and can cut and tangle new growth. Pay attention 
to the environment where you plant.

For what we do at church each week is our active attempt to do as Jesus offers here “Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me.” Jesus has identified himself as the vine, and we are the fruit he 
seeks to bear. He continues “Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit because apart 
from me you can do nothing.” We grow and bear fruit ourselves when we stay connected to the 
main part of the vine, (Jesus), and shortly when we come together as best we can each week, we 
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will also for that time abide in him and hope to carry him into our week, to share our fruit in 
other gardens and in other places.”

As we are discussing the Gospel, I’d like to share a brief word about context here. The Gospel of 
John is often recognized by scholars as one of the last or latest Gospels written. Quite possibly 
written for a Johannine community as much as 100 years after the crucifixion and resurrection, 
so some words are here that are written for a community well before our time and with a very 
different set of needs. When we hear words like, “Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned,” we can 
think it sounds awfully harsh and judgmental in our context. Let’s keep in mind that these words 
are not for us, but for a different, earlier branch of the Christian family.

The Jesus that I know can recognize when we are doing the best work we can in the garden and 
knows somedays it isn’t easy, and somedays we are going to get dirtier than others, but that’s 
OK. The important part is that we pay attention and keep going without fear of being gathered 
and burned. Doing our work turning the soil readying the world for what is to come next. Paying 
attention and turning the soil with all our hearts for the harvest to come.

Jesus then offers, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.”

Let’s think about it for a moment. Do you abide in him? Do his words abide in you? Can you 
hold the words in your heart and in your garden longer than just today? And I know that it can be 
hard some weeks, sometimes I can hold the word of God close to my heart, and it lasts about 
until I get to 128, and someone cuts me off when I am trying to get on the highway. Christian 
thoughts can leave my mind fairly quickly! I try to bring them back, though, as I proceed down 
the highway. But that is the thing about our vine and vine grower, they are stubbornly persistent, 
and will keep coming back to do all they can to help us grow.

I remind you again, it is Spring - what will you plant in your garden today? What vine needs 
tending, and how will you tend it? What fruits are growing on your own vine? And who will you 
share this harvest with? 

Let’s grab a shovel and go planting. Amen. 

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
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And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The prayer of Spiritual Communion this week is from apartheid era South Africa.  In that time 
many prisoners were denied the sacraments and had to find other ways of taking Communion. 
This found its way into the 1989 Anglican Church of Southern Africa Prayer Book as a help to 
others who could not receive

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. May your body and blood be my food and drink. May 
your passion and death be my strength and life. Jesus, with you by my side enough has been 
given. May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. Let me not run from the love which 
you offer but hold me safe from the forces of evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your 
love. Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints, I may praise you forever. 
Amen.

A Blessing for Easter

The world is now too dangerous
And too beautiful for anything but love
May your eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone
Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor.
May your hand be so blessed
That everything you touch is a sacrament.
Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love.
May your feet be so blessed you run
To those who need you.
And may your heart be so opened,
So set on fire, that your love,
Your love changes everything. Amen. 

For the work that I am doing to get clearance to regather, I’d like to get a vague idea of where the 
congregation stands of getting and receiving the vaccine. Have you gotten it already? Did you 
receive both doses? Do you plan on getting it or are you not going to bother? Please respond to 
this email and let me know what and where you stand in this process – your response is only to 
me and will remain private. (And I promise I will not try and talk you into anything – I’m willing 
to talk with you about it though.)

Full disclosure here – I have had both doses and strongly advise you to get it. I sincerely believe 
this is the route to getting ahead of this thing.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Yours in Christ,
Dave+
DPrentice@TrinityofWoburn.com


