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Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021

Holy Week continues with the celebration of service demonstrated by Jesus washing the feet of 
the disciples. The traditional words and prayers for that part of the liturgy will be offered after 
our regular service – when the act of foot washing would usually take place.

Blessed be God: Father, Son and holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Praying together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hebrew Scripture
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation 
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
[Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that 
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not 
eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner 
organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn.] This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
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the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

The Response
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
Dilexi, quoniam

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

10 How shall I repay the Lord
for all the good things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his servants.

14 O Lord, I am your servant;
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,

17 In the courts of the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

The Epistle
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is 
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
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in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for 
that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than 
the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayers of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

The Gospel describes the actions of Jesus washing the feet of the disciples. We read “He had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
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and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.”  This may seem an odd action for a 
teacher, but as he continues doing the washing of feet we get a better sense, perhaps, of what he 
is doing.  “He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter 
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” Some want more - some will not have it.  No one seems to see this is an act of love, an act 
of service.

This action is duplicated in many churches every year, but perhaps not this year.  In the past even 
the Pope created a slight scandal by going to a local prison and washing the feet of some of those 
incarcerated there – which makes sense, as this is a rather radical act of service.

Every year when this story comes around in Holy Week, I either see on Facebook or hear 
someone discuss the need for a pedicure before the foot washing service in church.  Just so a 
much prettier story can be offered while someone is spending time with your feet. Most churches 
I have seen take part in this activity, people are prone to wash the feet of their friends, or partners 
or children, and not step outside of their own comfort zones.

This is not quite the example Jesus offers.  In the context of the time, to wash the feet of the 
disciples was a bit more involved, and my guess is a little less than “pretty”.  Feet were the 
primary mode of travel and the roads were dirt and most often shared with animals of various 
types.  Shoes were not as common.  When feet were dirty and needed to be washed, let’s be 
clear, they were dirty.  No pedicures, no socks, just whatever you had walked in that day.  This 
was a meaningful act of service showing respect to your guests.

Jesus is inviting us well outside our comfort zone to serve.  We do not serve others to remain 
within our comfort zones, we serve others to serve their needs, not our own.  I see this in action 
quite often at the shelter when volunteers come in and willingly sit and chat with our guests, 
sometimes over lunch, sometimes over a cup of coffee.  I watched one volunteer sit and play 
cribbage for a while with some guests one afternoon.  An act like this is sometimes outside our 
comfort zone, but this is often the kind of service that is needed.  We can often find the work 
Jesus calls us to just beyond our comfort zone.

As an example of stepping outside your comfort zone, I offer the name Ruth Coker Burkes - I 
encourage you to look her up at some point. (You may have heard me describe her before – I 
often use her as an example of service,) She was 24 in 1985, right at the beginning of the AIDS 
crisis.  She was visiting a friend in the hospital who had cancer, and noticed while she was there 
that the nurses were avoiding one particular patient’s room.  Turns out the patient was suffering 
from what was then called GRID — gay-related immune deficiency, and the nurses were scared 
to help them.  Ruth went into the room and did little more than hold the person’s hand.

Before she was done, (when the drug sequence improved to assist those who were ill,) she helped 
hundreds of gay men who has been abandoned by their families, and buried over 3 dozen of them 
herself if the cremated remains remained unclaimed.  She often paid for the cremation out of her 
savings.  As time went on, she often got support from the partners of the people she helped – but 
the sick kept coming.
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When it was too much, she said, she’d go fishing. And it wasn’t all terrible. While Burks got to 
see the worst of people, she said, she was also privileged to see people at their best, caring for 
their partners and friends with selflessness, dignity, and grace. 

Because, when we do such as this, we are acting as the body of Christ in the world.  The Gospel 
offers Jesus saying “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” How do we show that love? Don’t assume you have to do what Ruth Burkes did. 

Sometimes the incarnational presence of God is a small and clearly present thing.  Where do you 
see need?  And there is much need in the world today!  Work to step beyond your comfort zone – 
but with all that is happening these days, be safe, also.  I am not encouraging you to take 
unnecessary risk, but we can still help each other,

Smile at a stranger.  (I know – hard to see in a mask, but your eyes smile, too!)  Let that car in 
trying to merge, and then wave to them!  Bake cookies for your neighbor. Next time you go to 
the grocery store, ask your neighbor if they need anything.  Use your imagination – just let’s see 
what we can do to help each other!    Acknowledge someone else as human and sharing the 
journey with you – you may be surprised by what you find. Or you might just feel a touch foolish 
pushing your comfort zone like that. But, then again, being foolish is not a bad thing.

Seems foolish?  In 1 Corinthians, Paul offers “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God.  And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as 
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Let’s proceed together in the mystery of the days to come. Ready to serve each other, and ready 
to love each other as we have been shown. 

Today Jesus has spoken to us of love and serving each other.  In the gift of the last Supper, the 
Eucharist has been given and charged to our use. We have been given a new commandment - 
“that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Our feet have 
been washed, but there is more to come. In the cycle of life, it seems darkness always follows 
light.

Why do I tell this story every year in the cycle of the church year?  The Lutheran pastor Nadia 
Bolz-Webber offers an answer - it would have happened like this even if the Jesus event were 
happening now instead of then.

Even if we knew everything in advance – were we the ones on the street we too would shout 
Hosanna and a few days later shout crucify him. And that’s the good news when it comes down 
to it. Because these people of the Holy Week story are we people. And we people are the likes of 
which God came to save. God did not become human and dwell among us as Jesus to save only 
an improved, doesn’t make the wrong choices kind of people.



6

There is no improved version of humanity that could have done any differently. So go ahead. 
Don’t wait until you think your motivations are correct. Don’t wait till you are sure you believe 
every single line of the Nicene Creed (no one does all the time!). Don’t worry about coming to 
church this week for the right reasons. Just wave branches. Shout praise for the wrong reason. 
Eat a meal. Have your feet washed. Grab at coins. Shout Crucify him. Walk away when the cock 
crows. Because we, as we are and not as some improved version of ourselves…we are who God 
came to save. And nothing can stop what’s going to happen.” 

Let us pray.

Ever present God,
We know the night is coming,
And we are scared of the shadows that loom ahead,
We cry out like the father of the possessed boy
“We believe, help us in our unbelief!”
For we know nothing can stop what’s going to happen
We walk on,
Together,
Through the storm to come.
Holding you, and your teachings,
Close in our hearts, 
Amen.

The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and
had washed their feet, said to them, "Do you know what I,
your Lord and Master, have done to you? I have given you
an example, that you should do as I have done."

Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with
you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.

I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have
loved you.

Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with
you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.

By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That
you have love for one another. 

Here we would be washing the feet of each other as Jesus has shown us.

We continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion.

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. May your body and blood be my food and drink. May 
your passion and death be my strength and life. Jesus, with you by my side enough has been 
given. May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. Let me not run from the love which 
you offer but hold me safe from the forces of evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your 
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love. Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints, I may praise you forever. 
Amen. 

The service would now take a rather quick and dramatic turn. The altar and surrounding areas 
will now to be stripped of drapes and ornaments, and the holy sacrament would be removed from 
the area.  Crosses are covered or removed. Candles are extinguished – the church itself is placed 
in darkness with perhaps one candle left lit so we can proceed from the church. 

We would exit the church in silence - in contemplation of what tomorrow is to hold.


