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Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021

Let’s take time to pray this week for any and all suffering from any sort of illness. Covid 
occupies much of our minds and our prayers these days, but let’s pray for those suffering from 
other ailments - physical illness, mental disorders, and those forgotten in the midst of the 
pandemic. Pray for their wellness - pray for their strength – and pray for their peace.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Praying together:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Hebrew Scripture
Exodus 20:1-17

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son 
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or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you.

You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Response
Psalm 19
Caeli enarrant

1 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands,
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect
and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.



3

9 The fear of the Lord is clean
and endures for ever;
the judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends?
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

The Epistle
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.
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John 2:13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were 
selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.

 Praise to you Lord Christ. 

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayers of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

I have a memory of attending my grandmother’s church when I was young – I’ll say maybe 4 or 
5. Church was not something my folks did with any regularity, so this was all pretty much new to 
me. I went to the Sunday School lesson and can still remember pasting pictures of the disciples 
and Jesus on paper cups to make a sort of puppet out of each. We then used them to act out the 
Bible Story of the week. After these figures we made, (all of them were white of course), we 
could then take them home. I recall the book we used for the story – a good deal of pastel colors 
and very pretty indeed!

Jesus was, as he often is, portrayed as gentle and loving. - an image kids could relate to easily. 
And that gentle and pastel Jesus is also an image many of us hold onto as we enter our more 
mature relationship with the Lord.

And this presents part of the conundrum for today’s Gospel. If we think of Jesus as all gentle and 
loving, (and mostly in soft pastel colors), what do we do with the Jesus we meet in today’s 
reading? 

We read “Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told 
those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” This is not a soft, pastel Jesus – this is an angry Jesus! But can Jesus get 
angry?

According to Scripture, God came as Jesus to fully experience what it is to be human. In 1 John 
we read “That Jesus of Nazareth was truly and fully human was plain enough to those who saw 
and heard and touched and shared life with him. No one questioned his humanity during his 
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ministry. What was not apparent at first, and revealed carefully and convincingly in his life and 
resurrection, was that he also was God.”

But if he was “truly and fully human” don’t you think he could get angry, also? I believe he 
could.

Scripture offers multiple examples of this. In Mark, he even gets angry at a fig tree! “He was 
hungry. And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on 
it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. And he 
said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” The anger is directed at the disciples often. 
Also from Mark, “And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart.”

We all get angry. We all grieve. It’s part of the human experience. I like to believe, personally, 
that anger can be important in the face of life.

I’m not talking about the somewhat trivial anger directed at someone who cut you off on the 
highway or the frustration with someone who always puts the almost empty bottle back in the 
refrigerator – I’m suggesting a somewhat more “righteous” anger, one that confronts an evil or 
seeks to amend an injustice. Righteous is almost too big a word for this, as it begins to sound like 
a sort of justification. Anger is part of life, yes, but misdirected and hurtful anger has no 
justification.

What makes you angry? Not frustrated, but angry? A prayer I have admired for a while phrases it 
like this – “May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, abuse and the exploitation of 
people so that you will work for justice, equality and peace.” Imagine anger as something to be 
“blessed with.” This is what I am calling righteous anger - this is the kind of anger that can make 
the world sit up and take notice.

As Jesus is expressing his anger, the disciples recall that it is written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me,” (Psalm 69), and they go on to ask Jesus for the justification of the anger. They ask 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?”

Jesus then responds with something that becomes essential in readings as we lead up to Easter. 
We are given a prime example of “dramatic foreshadowing.” We are given Jesus responding to 
the disciples saying, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Their first thought 
is that he means the Temple itself. They respond with the somewhat startled and incredulous, 
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” But he was not speaking of the Temple building – they realized after the Resurrection that 
he was speaking of the temple of his body – something that held God, as a temple should. Then 
we are given “his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.” As I can well imagine they would!

This sort of dramatic foreshadowing will come up a number of times as we journey through 
Lent. As we get closer to Easter, I encourage you to remember that we have the advantage of 
knowing where the story is going. Many of the writings were completed after the Resurrection 
and reflect that knowledge. Some of the writings will reflect the pain of the time – the sorrow of 
losing a friend, a teacher, and maybe a dream. Think about not knowing the direction we are 
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heading – feel it as they did. Don’t hurry to the resurrection without feeling the journey. The 
journey through the darkness and the grief and the not knowing is important, too.

So now let’s journey onward in Lent with Jesus. The road may get rough, and he may get angry 
sometimes, but know in your heart this is where we are called to be. Amen.

Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Praying together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The prayer of Spiritual Communion this week is one I heard at the monastery of the Society of 
Saint John the Evangelist. This prayer is from apartheid-era South Africa. In that time many 
prisoners were denied the sacraments and had to find other ways of taking Communion. This 
found its way into the 1989 Anglican Church of Southern Africa Prayer Book as a help to others 
who could not receive.
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Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. May your body and blood be my food and drink. May 
your passion and death be my strength and life. Jesus, with you by my side enough has been 
given. May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. Let me not run from the love which 
you offer but hold me safe from the forces of evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your 
love. Keep calling to me until that day comes when, with your saints, I may praise you forever. 
Amen. 

Think about it this week – can you be comfortable with the Jesus who flips tables in the temple? 
As comfortable as you were with the gentle pastel-colored Jesus? He can be both, and still, be 
the one who calls us to Love.

And remember, Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those we 
travel with. So be swift to love – make haste to be kind – and now go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord.

Yours in Christ,
Dave+

DPrentice@TrinityofWoburn.com


