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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 24, 2021

Let us pray today for all those still wrestling with the virus. A seemingly unimaginable number 
of people have died struggling with this illness. Pray for strength and peace for those who have 
suffered loss, and strength for those of us who carry on. I also ask that you pray for the soul of 
Jaqueline Sandmo, who was buried this past week. 

In a sobering conversation with the funeral home director after the service, he offered that the 
business is feeling a definite spike as we greet the results of this most recent surge. Pray for those 
who work to help with this final step in remembering those who have passed. And, where I really 
should not have to say this at this point – be sure you wear your mask – wash your hands – and 
stay distant from each other. I know it’s hard sometimes. But it is the best way through this.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen.

Let’s pray this together:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all 
people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of 
his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

First Lesson 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' 
walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
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The Response

Psalm 62:6-14

Nonne Deo?

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits;
truly, my hope is in him.

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.

8 In God is my safety and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.

9 Put your trust in him always, O people,
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath,
all of them together.

12 Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,
that power belongs to God.

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord,
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

The Epistle

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 
they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with 
it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark 1:14-20
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After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.”

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer. Amen.

Recently, the day shelter I work in has moved. We are now closer to the harbor and the 
waterfront and have more space, making us able to help more people. This move is temporary, 
intended to allow us to help more during the winter months. It also allows me the chance to see 
many of the boats moving in and out of the harbor and consider the fishermen on their way to 
their important work. It also allows the shelter to be a bit closer to where the people we serve 
may be – giving us the chance to meet people where they are.

I believe in Jesus’ life; this is much of what he did, also – he met people where they were. He did 
not wait in the synagogue for the people to come and discover him. In today’s Gospel, we hear of 
him being out walking the sea of Galilee after John was arrested and preaching. He had but to 
call to Simon and his brother Andrew and say, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
What happens? The brothers “Immediately left the boat and their father and followed him.”

What a bold thing to do! They dropped what they knew and walked away from it – I wish that 
my own call had been that quick and easy! 

Think about it, though. They were surrounded by the familiarity of what they knew in life, and 
with Jesus’ call, they were able to walk away from it all.

Where were you when you first met Jesus? Were you able to recognize him easily and walk 
away from the comfortable familiarity of your former life? I wasn’t.

I not only know where I met Jesus but often describe it to people saying that I had a souvenir 
coffee mug from the occasion, too! I was at a visiting seminary in Tennessee to see an old friend 
graduate. The day of the ceremony, after a few days of receiving communion, more than I had in 
a long time, I stood outside watching the graduating class going into their chapel. I felt sort of 
oddly alone and isolated, then knew in my heart I could go on in. I went in, and I guess in a lot of 
ways, I guess I never came back out. The coffee cup I mentioned was a mug from the university, 
and it sat for a long time on a shelf in our kitchen.
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Jesus met me where I was. I wasn’t looking for him - at least I didn’t know I was – but he found 
me. Where did he find you? In what unexpected place did Jesus actually catch up with you? This 
is a different question than when did you first say Jesus had you, maybe because you thought you 
were supposed to. When did he really catch you?

Jesus and then Paul walked through the land, sharing their stories and parables to show people 
what the presence of God meant. In the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus goes to heal the slave of the 
servant of the Roman Centurion, Jesus was willing to go to the home of the Centurion to see 
what needed to be done. The Centurion stopped him and said, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for 
I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.” Jesus heals the servant, as requested. “But 
say the word, and let my servant be healed,” as offered by the Centurion acknowledging the 
depth of his faith. Jesus met the centurion where he was, in a place of deep, respectful faith.

I made reference before to Jesus “catching you.” This Gospel reading talks about fishermen, and 
Jesus offers to make Simon and Andrew “fish for people.” They were, as described, 
fishermen.  How many of you have gone fishing? For the time of the writing of the Gospel, this 
was a primary food source, so it was important that they for the job well.  How do you fish?  In 
the Gospel stories, they used nets, so the fish were not left with much in the way of choice in the 
matter. If you go fishing now and are fishing for sport, using a drop line part of the needed trick 
is the right kind of bait to lure the fish in. 

If we, as Christians, are called to “fish for people,” what kind of bait do you think we need? We 
don’t want to lure people in and sink a hook into them once they are close enough. We want to 
invite them into something open and comfortable that works for us and may just work for them, 
too. If people feel trapped, they will fight and resist being hooked. I know I would, and I imagine 
you would, too!

The best bait we can use is how we work and live our lives: no deceit, no sneakiness, no shiny 
tantalizing bait on a hook. We look to share something that has worked for us; we look to share 
and show the presence of the Lord in our lives. If that doesn’t bait the hook well enough, they 
have the freedom to swim on by – and that’s OK – we never know what seeds have been planted. 
I get concerned sometimes when it seems like Christianity and Evangelizing is being approached 
like a fishing contest – who gets the most and the biggest? Do we then win a prize? 

So what can we do as a community of individuals, all part of the body of Christ, to take it out 
there into the world? I feel like we do this when we do things like gather food for the hungry in 
Woburn, or when we do our community meals, or do any of the things we do to be present in the 
community. (And yes, I have been cooking up some new ideas for how to do this at this time 
while we are not able to gather!)

How do we share this thing we have in our lives? We bring food in for Woburn Council of 
Social Concern; we bring in pet food even for area animal shelters, we bring in warm clothes and 
blankets to help out people in need, we reach out to our neighbors – even the ones we don’t 
know well, just to see if they need any help. We do this when we open our hearts and share what 
is needed. We do this when we meet people where they are, not expect them to meet us where we 
are. We do this when we offer unconditional love, just as Christ showed us how to do. 
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Every time we take one of these actions, we are meeting people where they are. I heard a report 
at one point that offered young people are leaving churches because there is much talk but very 
little action. When we take these actions, we are meeting people where they are and “baiting the 
hook” as fishers of people to show the world what works for us.

Let us pray.

Lord,
Today we ask that you show us how to fish
Not with a net,
But with our lives,
Help us to do what we can to emulate you
And show people what your presence can mean,
Just as you showed your disciples
And help us to meet people where they are
And not wait for them to come to us.
Let us swim and fish in this marvelous world,
That you give to us each day as a gift
Without condition, and with your love.
Amen.

Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor, praying together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above 
all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself 
entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

I deeply regret to share the news that I am receiving instructions from the Bishop’s office 
regarding Ash Wednesday. The assumption at this point is that we will still not be able to gather 
at that point. We are still under a “strong advisement” not to gather at all, and I will not gather if 
there is a chance of anyone being at risk. Planning ahead, I am giving some thought to an online 
service as an option for some upcoming occasions. Would this work for you? Let me know what 
you think. I can always be reached at DPrentice@TrinityofWoburn.com.

I’m also giving some thought to making “office hours” available again. Once a week, for limited 
times, a chance to share a cup of tea and some stories of our most recent fishing trips, 
perhaps.  Let me know if there is any interest in this idea.

And remember, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those we 
travel with. So be swift to love – make haste to be kind. And now go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord.

Let’s go fishing.

Yours in Christ,
Dave+


