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Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 20, 2020

Today we light the final candle in the Advent cycle. The waiting we have done is almost 
complete. The light is full and bright. And in this new light, we can, just maybe, see clearly the 
work that needs to be done for this child. We may see some things that give us joy. Equally, we 
may see some things in that work that may scare us a bit. But in the glow of that light, we also 
know we are up to the task we are called to. The waiting is almost over. Let’s get ready for 
Christmas and the arrival of the child who changes everything.

Let us pray.

Our hope is in the coming of the Lord.
May God’s love shine in our hearts.
And may the Lord’s peace be with us all.
The Lord is our hope and our life.

Light all four of your candles and take a moment to reflect on this Advent time. What has the 
Advent time of waiting shown you?

Let us pray that the newborn Savior will bring us love which lasts forever.

Lord, our minds and hearts are filled with hope. We long to hear the voice which tells of the 
coming of the Christ child.

Amen.

We now proceed with our regular service. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let’s pray this together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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First Lesson

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 
Lord is with you."

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say 
to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following 
the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; 
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. More over the Lord declares to you that the Lord 
will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever.

The Response

Canticle 15
The Song of Mary Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.



3

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Epistle

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said 
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer. Amen.



4

So, Mary had an angel stop by to give her the news. “Greetings favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” Our first hint that something was up when Kim was pregnant was when a vase of water got 
dumped down the back of the stereo. No damage, but something was up, for sure.

All kidding aside, something was definitely up. I often thought of it as life as I knew it was 
coming to an end. But, then again, is something coming to an end always necessarily a bad 
thing? Things coming to an end allows room for new things to make their presence known. New 
potential, new ideas, new perspective. Is it scary? No question. Is it painful? Sometimes – in the 
case of a birth, quite often! Worth facing the fear of the unknown? Most definitely!

Over these last few weeks of Advent, we have discussed some of the potential changes that come 
with new birth. Thinking about what the birth of our Lord means, Brother Curtis from the 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist offers, “The invitation for all of us is not just to receive 
Jesus but to conceive Jesus, to give birth to Jesus’ light and life and love for this world through 
how God has uniquely created each one of us: through our very words and eyes and hands and 
heart.” This birth can and will affect all of us in different ways.

Today, we are that much closer to celebrating the event, with all that the return of the Lord 
means to us. Today’s Gospel gives us a chance to contemplate the births in our own lives. This 
could be the birth of a child or the birth of something new inside yourself.  Today’s Gospel gave 
me time to contemplate a birth that I was the most exposed to – a birth that I still engage today.

When my daughter was born, I was, needless to say, a little excited. But, to be honest, excited 
isn’t the best word for it. Pleased, eager, anxious, pensive, happy – all of these words start to 
touch on all the feelings. Anxious? Of course! This birth would make me a father, and when I 
was young, I had been told in many subtle ways by the culture and society around me that I 
would never be a good father, as I was raised in what was then called a “broken home.”

But my anxiousness did not take the day – my daughter’s arrival did. My happiness won out. 
Somewhere my in-laws still have the tape of the message I left them to notify them of progress 
and all that was happening. From that day to this, I don’t believe I have never talked so fast as I 
did in that message. You see, I was going to have a daughter. Two of us had gone to the hospital 
that day, and three of us would leave. Excited? God yes – but a little daunted at the same time for 
all that this new arrival meant.

Take a moment now to remember those feelings of birth you have experienced in your life. 
Maybe it’s a person – maybe it was a feeling or an idea – maybe it was something new arriving 
in your life. I suspect this birth changed things a lot for you. Like I described, do not let the 
anxiousness of this event overpower the love and the potential that is contained therein.

An interesting note in the lectionary for the past two weeks – we got to read the Magnificat 
twice. This Canticle, also known as the Song of Mary, is taken from the Gospel of Luke and is 
spoken by Mary upon the occasion of her Visitation to her cousin Elizabeth. In Luke, after Mary 
greets Elizabeth, who is pregnant with John the Baptist, the latter moves within Elizabeth's 
womb. Elizabeth praises Mary for her faith, and Mary responds with what is now known as the 
Magnificat.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visitation_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_(biblical_figure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faith_in_Christianity
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For reference sake, there is an uncountable number of texts interpreting and explaining the 
language of the Magnificat. People have endeavored for years to explain all of the mysteries 
contained therein. There is much scholarly discussion regarding whether Mary “actually” said 
these words, with one bible researcher offering the description of this as “this song of reversals” 
this grabbed my attention since this also matches my own feelings about the tumultuous nature 
of any birth. Something’s happening, and it has the potential to reverse and change everything.

Many of these interpretive readings are interesting in an academic sense, but considering what 
we are discussing, personally, I am often more interested in what it means to you today. What do 
you hear in these words of Mary’s? Does some part of it touch your heart? Does some part of it 
scare you? Take some time and read it again between now and Christmas day and see what it 
says to you and this birth that is taking place in all of us.

Academic interpretation is fine, but I don’t often feel that academic interpretation will tell you 
how these words might speak to your heart – and your heart is where the basis of this birth is 
happening. It starts there and grows from there. So maybe the best thing we can do is accept the 
mystery we are offered in these words and pay attention to where they take us.

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”

May we all feel likewise.

So, with all the trepidation and concerns of an expectant parent – with all the fear and concern of 
what can happen – with all the love that this new thing offers the opportunity to achieve, we light 
the 4th candle of Advent this morning. We have spent much time in darkness – now we turn to 
the growing light – let us walk forward and celebrate this mystery together.

Amen. 

Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Praying together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.



6

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above 
all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself 
entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 

Thomas Merton once wrote, “Not only do we celebrate Christmas to call to mind the consoling 
fact that He is our Redeemer. Not only does he come bringing us graces and gifts, Not only is he 
born to give Himself in some manner to us. There is much more: He is born in Bethlehem in 
order that he may be born in us. He gives himself to us as a child in order to share not only his 
infant smiles and caresses but, above all, His very birth and infancy. He is born Son of Man in 
order that we may be born sons of God, or souls being Bethlehem in which he is born “for us.”

I sincerely wish we could be together for Christmas Eve. In lieu of that, I wanted to recommend 
you check out the services offered on-line from the National Cathedral in Washington. Get the 
pass (no charge) for all the Christmas services and concerts. I will also offer some thoughts and 
meditations on Christmas Eve.

Wishing you the blessings of these last days of Advent in this tumultuous year!

Yours in Christ,
Dave+

https://cathedral.org/christmas/?_ga=2.41439458.1391383479.1608468839-617192824.1608468839

