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Today we light all the candles in the Advent circle. I wish with all my heart we could all be 
together tonight to light the candles and lift our voices in prayer together, but I hold you in my 
own prayers as we proceed. Let’s not just light the Advent candles - let’s go even further – light 
all the candles you have. For tonight we celebrate. The waiting is over. Let’s celebrate together 
the arrival of this Holy child who changes everything.

Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
wherewith you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let’s pray this together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when 
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

First Lesson

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;



they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

The Response

Psalm 96
Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.



4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King!
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.

The Epistle

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)



In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

[When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer. Amen.

What more can I say? What more can we share? Over the last few weeks, we have shared the old 
stories and heard those words once again that we share every Christmas. (To this day, the Gospel 
reading rings out in my head in the voice of Linus from Peanuts!) Where do we go from here?

In the reading from Isaiah, we hear, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.” We have walked in 
darkness, but now the light returns. Take hope and find peace in that. Let the presence of the 
light cast off the dark – even if just briefly. May you find strength to carry on in the light.

Isaiah continues, offering, “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 



endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.” May you also find zeal in this promise.

Take a moment and go back and read the Gospel again – but read it slowly. Let the words sink in 
like a calming piece of music. Let its contents be a balm to your weary heart. When you read, 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!". 
Allow your heart to leap with the joy expressed.

We are tired, I know. We are weary, I know. But in the midst of this weariness, we have 
something newly born to tend. “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.” Dig deep in 
your soul and your heart. We have the strength to do what is being asked of us.

I want to share a poem tonight by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. This was written at a time the 
country was at war with itself, so a tone is very reminiscent of today in many ways. (The singer 
John Gorka offers a lovely musical version of this piece if you cruise your computer.)

Christmas Bells

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn

https://poets.org/poet/henry-wadsworth-longfellow


The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

“God is not dead, nor doth God sleep.” Remember that in the days to come.

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

We have been given a gift. The miracle of Christmas is ours. What we do with it, however, is up 
to us.

Amen.

Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. Pray this as you will, out loud or to 
yourself – just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. 
Alphonsus de Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting 
from Communion, and I have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We 
will be using this prayer in place of Communion as we work on regathering, too.



Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above 
all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself 
entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

I want to recommend again that you check out the services offered on-line from the National 
Cathedral in Washington. Click on the link for “Cathedral Christmas” and get the pass (no 
charge) for all the Christmas services and concerts. 

May the babe of Bethlehem bring you peace; may the child of Nazareth bring you joy.

Amen.

May the Man of Galilee bring you strength; the suffering one of Calvary bring you courage.

Amen.

May the risen Jesus bring you hope; the ascended Christ a foretaste of eternal glory.

Amen.

The blessing of the eternal and ever-living God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, sustain and 
strengthen you now and always.

Amen!

Wishing you all the blessings of Christmas your heart can hold!

Yours in Christ,
Dave+

https://cathedral.org/christmas/?_ga=2.41439458.1391383479.1608468839-617192824.1608468839
https://cathedral.org/christmas/?_ga=2.41439458.1391383479.1608468839-617192824.1608468839

