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24th Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted 
his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what 
is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’”

*

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all of our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight, o Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

At first glance, this Gospel is a rather interesting sort of read on financial advice and 
investment. We hear ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.’ Not real specific financial advice, but showing that it is good to make 
more money – then you are trusted and put in charge of things. Sounds rather like the 
sort of belief most anyone would be functioning with on Wall Street these days – more is 
good, and makes the master happy!
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In our culture today, there is an uncountable number of books, magazines, webpages, 
and other resources that will provide similar investment advice. But in our case today, 
we are not reading a financial investment piece, we are reading Scripture. So what is 
actually going on here?

At face value, this Gospel seems to be about money. The biblical commentary provides 
the context of the servant with 5 talents being given an amount that was the equivalent 
of 30.000 denari, and a denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer. This would make it 
clear to any listening that this was not a small amount being given to the slaves. They 
were essentially being given the ability to manage their master’s fortune!

But still, besides being known as the Parable of the talents, this Parable is also known 
as the Parable of the Hard Master. I believe this title comes from the response to the 
last slave. You remember, “As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” Not something prone to 
be offered by a gentle and loving master, don’t you think?

The phrase “weeping and gnashing of teeth" is one we have heard before. It actually 
occurs a total of seven times in the Bible, all of them in the New Testament gospels, 
and all spoken by Jesus. Perhaps not suggesting eternal torment, one commentary 
suggests this passage speaks of being angry and therefore it means the people are just 
angry, similar to a passage used in the Hebrew Bible. I’ll take it a small step further and 
suggest that it is an anger and upset perhaps over an opportunity lost.

But let’s be clear, I am still not seeing this as financial advice. But I am giving some 
thought to it as more investment advice. What we are investing involves some further 
unpacking.

The irony of the large number of denari being referred to as a “talent” has not escaped 
me. My consideration of the word talent came from a recent Facebook post which 
offered the very true statement “Not every Christian is called to be a Pastor or Prophet, 
and that’s ok. Ministry doesn’t always look like having a mike of a pulpit, Ministry is also 
working at a daycare. Doing hair, working in a hospital, working in the justice system, or 
what have you.” To add a few of my own words, to work where your talent takes you is 
a ministry.

As far as today’s Gospel goes, I also believe our talents can also be considered a gift 
from God – a gift of God’s fortune, if you will, given to us in trust to invest as we see 
fit.  Our talents, these gifts entrusted to us by God, can offer a rather incredible rerun of 
investment.

Our talents seem to require investment. When you have a call to a certain field. (And I 
have found that God lets you know when you are on the right track), you are using and 
investing the “talents” that God has given you. To stick with this metaphor, I offer that 
God’s return on investment is what we then offer to the world from our talents.
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What if the talents you have in life are just what we have heard in the Gospel today? 
What are your talents? What is God looking to you to invest? How do you invest your 
talents? Do you hide them in the ground as the last servant did?

Do you sometimes see God the way the “bad” servant did? As a reminder – “I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so I was afraid.” 

I believe God wants us to invest our talents. I know it is sometimes hard to see where to 
invest them. This period of time we are in can make it very difficult to see! But 
sometimes we invest just by showing up, opening our hearts, and being available to that 
which will make itself known.

If we invest our talents well when the time comes for the Master to settle his accounts 
with us, we, too, can be greeted with “‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.”

For me, for the God I feel I know, there will be no outer darkness with weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. I see God as a more “hands-on” investment counselor – perhaps 
offering that didn’t work so well, maybe try this.”

This is investment counseling with Love, not hardness, and anger.

The Lord has entrusted us with great wealth, and, as with the servants in the Parable, 
we can now control God’s fortune, just by how we invest that which has been entrusted 
to us.

Where will you invest your talents?

Amen.


