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22ND Sunday after Pentecost
November 1, 2020

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

*

May only God’s word be spoken - may only God’s word be heard.

Today’s Gospel provides us with the section known as the Beatitudes. The beatitudes 
are, arguably, one of the most well-known verses in the bible, available on an 
uncountable number of potholders, posters, wall hangings, needlepoints, or what have 
you.

The Beatitudes are eight blessings recounted by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in 
the Gospel of Matthew. Each is a proverb-like proclamation, without narrative. Four of 
the blessings also appear in the Sermon on the Plain in the Gospel of Luke, followed by 
four woes which mirror the blessings – so in Luke, we hear more completely that these 
are rather double edged blessings. These blessings and woes offer in the sermon on 
the plain are an interesting contrast, as the “blessings” would often seem like a “woe” in 
our culture, while the “woes represent much that our culture seeks. 
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So for all the merchandise that I mentioned that includes these words, we also need to 
spend time with them to unpack some of what they mean for us as Christians.

I’m actually not going to break all of these down word by word, but want to give you a 
few points to consider as you read them. “Blessed” here is translated from a series of 
words meaning happy or satisfied – Jesus appears to be describing the ideal attributes 
for the members of the Matthean community.

Meek also has a different base meaning than we might expect - popular perception 
suggests something different than this one in context. It means neither timid of 
submissive the word might suggest. It is more of an awareness of one’s proper position 
in the kingdom. A friend once referred to this as being “right-sized” – not more than you 
authentically are, but not less either.

Again, for the sake of context, we need to look at "Blessed are you when people revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way, they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you."

In the context of the time this was written, this verse appears to speak directly to the 
Matthean community being rejected on a local level of society, and reminds them of the 
rewards to come later.

But, again, as I said, I’m not going to break all of these down word by word – countless 
biblical scholars have done that before me. I want to encourage you to read these 
words, though, and to think about them and what they mean for you. Not what I suggest 
they mean, I can help point out a few things about the context of the original writing, but 
I cannot tell you how they may speak to your heart. I can share how it has touched me 
and affected my life, but that is my story, so it may not work for you the same way.

If you have one of the wall hangings of a trivet or some other item around that has these 
words on it – that’s great and I hope you enjoy it. I just hope you take a moment to read 
the words occasionally and give some thought to what they mean. It can be a good 
reminder in the course of your day.

There is a word that I learned in Seminary that I’d like to offer to you this morning. The 
word is exegetical – which applies when one is engaged in the process of exegesis. 
This is basically, a critical explanation or interpretation of a text, applying especially of 
scripture. One professor gave e a much more accessible definition when he defined it 
as “unpacking” a piece of scripture. To read scripture, or take home the sheets with the 
readings each week. Unpack them for yourself. What do you find as you unpack? Don’t 
just take them at face value – they can and do mean much more than you first see. And 
don’t make the mistake that seems to happen so often - many may have the bible 
verses on a tea towel at home and in their mind’s use that as an example of how they 
know the bible. Read the words. Unpack them. Make them your own.

I also wanted to offer a brief word on the election this morning. I know you may at this 
point be tired of hearing about it, and may have very well voted already. I just wanted to 
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remind you that to vote is one of our responsibilities not just as Americans, but as 
Christians also. Use your conscience and vote as you feel is correct in your heart. It is 
way outside my job description to tell you how to vote, and I won’t. I will ask that you 
remember your Baptismal Covenant when you vote, though. We have all take a vow 
where we say “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being?” And the congregation responds with “I will with Gods 
help.”

I’d like to end with a prayer from our Book of Common Prayer, this is the Prayer for the 
Nation, found on page 207. Join me, if you would like, or perhaps pray it this week as 
we approach the day of the election where many local businesses in Washington are 
boarding up in expectation of violence at the results, prayer seems a good thing. 

For the Nation

Lord God Almighty, who hast made all the peoples of the earth for thy glory, to serve 
thee in freedom and in peace:

Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that 
we may use our liberty in accordance with thy gracious will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


