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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2020

I ask for your prayers for all who feel alone in this volatile time we live in. Many now feel alone and 
separate – pray for them all to find the peace of God in their days, that peace that surpasses all 
understanding. Pray for peace in this time, and while praying for others, don’t forget to pray for yourself 
in the same light. To be honest, we are all a bit scared and alone – let's pray that we all remember God is 
with us always.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let’s pray this together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

The Collect

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to 
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen.
 
First Lesson

Isaiah 25:1-9
O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
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the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
 
The Response

Psalm 23
Dominus regit me
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, hey comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
 
The Epistle

Philippians 4:1-9
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, 
my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal 
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together 
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized the slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The 
king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to 
his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited are not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen."
 
Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.
 
On first reading, I honestly find this Gospel to be a bit of a problem. As I have said before, I believe, and 
the God I know is more about unifying than dividing – more about bringing together than separating. 
We all have gifts and love that bring us to the table, so the notion of “The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy” is troubling, as is the idea of “many are called, but few are chosen.”

But when we begin to apply a little context to this Parable and consider the other readings along with it, 
it can start to make a bit more sense.
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The wedding banquet is set by God. The marriage is of his Son, (Jesus), to the world, (or the kingdom of 
God.) The issue emerges in the number of people of the world who do not accept the invitation to this 
elaborate wedding feast.

Keep in mind of course that in context, “the world” was not quite what we see it as today. At the time of 
writing this Gospel, there would have been little concern, for example, about the number of people in 
the United States who did or did not accept the invitation! Concern would have been more for the 
number in the Tribes of Israel, and perhaps just beginning to think of those in the borderlands, and 
knowing that “they would not come”.

Then, “Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’” God has set an elaborate banquet, indeed! Metaphorically, these first two callings to the 
feast are suggested to represent the prophets, announcing the coming of God, and the marriage to the 
people.

But you may find a familiar tone in the response to these prophets. We hear “But they made light of it 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated 
them, and killed them.” In the world of today, we seem to routinely make light of or dismiss, the 
invitation to the feast, returning to our farms and our businesses – going back to what we believe will 
profit us best, those things that we feel matter more than this invitation of the Lord.

Then the king reacts. “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city”. Commentary suggests this burning of the city was a metaphoric reference to the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans around 70 CE, but what symbolically could it be for us today? What has 
been taken away while we turn to our farms and our businesses rather than accept God's invitation to 
the feast? Its almost too easy from here to speculate into a number of Apocalyptic images, but I do not 
believe that is the driving point here. Consider what may have been overturned in our world that clears 
our vision to this invitation.

And let’s remember, by definition, the apocalypse is not the very elaborate Hollywood style “end of the 
world” – it’s the end of life as we know it. (Which, really, can happen pretty much every day!)

We hear of instruction leading to glorification in today's reading from Isaiah – “O Lord, you are my God; I 
will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful 
and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no 
more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear 
you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the 
rainstorm and a shade from the heat.” In the same passage, the city is destroyed, and we hear that 
ruthless nations will fear the Lord, but the Lord has also been a refuge to the poor and the needy and 
has provided shelter. God isn’t either/or – God is both/and.

I was intrigued when I saw that today’s readings included the 23 Psalm – perhaps one of the best-known 
Psalms, full of wonderful, poetic, pastoral images, in contrast to the destruction seeming to fill the other 
readings. But the Psalm also offers “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” The valley of the shadow of 
death hardly sounds like a relaxing spot, and the Rod and the Staff comfort me? They are also tools of 
discipline and correction for the shepherd! So perhaps we can take comfort in the strength of God. 
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Comfort without fearing the strength.

Now things get a bit confusing, (is it ever really crystal clear or do we just like to pretend it is?) The 
whole passage regarding the wedding robe is one some biblical scholars speculate to be originally from a 
separate parable regarding preparedness. With no clear indication of what that parable may have been 
– perhaps vaguely reminiscent of Matthew 25 where we hear “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do 
not know the day or hour of my return.” The point here brings that Scripture does not always offer a 
clear black and white image – we need to also consider many shades of grey in exploring these words. 

The last reference is clear: “throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth,” is a reference to Hades as found in the lesser-known Book of Enoch, a Hebrew 
apocalyptic text.

So, perhaps this Gospel passage is not as exclusionary as it first appears. Perhaps “For many are called, 
but few are chosen,” could be seen as many are invited, but few come to celebrate the wedding. 

In the spirit of the invitation offered by the Lord, we will continue to have the table open to all who 
come. We just need to remember this invitation may not be welcome by all.

I close today by referring you back to Psalm 23 to remind you of the invitation we have all received.

"You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over."

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.
 
Amen.
 
Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Praying together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
 
Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us – Pray this as you will, out loud or to yourself – 
just know that God hears you.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
 
We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. Alphonsus de 
Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting from Communion, and I 
have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We will be using this prayer in place 
of Communion when we regather in the future.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all 
things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 25th! I look forward to regathering at church, but I invite you 
again if you do not feel safe and comfortable, stay home, and we will pray for you that day, too. Join us 
in Spirit! I want everyone to stay safe, and I look forward to being with you to celebrate the feast again!
 
Yours in Christ.
Dave+


