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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2020

I ask for your prayers for the President, Donald Trump - I also ask for prayers for Melania and their 
whole family. Pray for all those who have been touched by this virus. I ask for these prayers no matter 
your political views and or feelings for any individual. As Christians, we pray for those in need. This is 
what we are called to do, and this illness is not something I would wish on anyone.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let’s pray this together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more 
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things 
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
 

First Lesson

Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
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And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!
 

The Response

Psalm 80:7-14
Qui Regis Israel
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
you cast out the nations and planted it.
9 You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.
12 Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
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13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.
 

The Epistle

Philippians 3:4b-14
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
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‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
 
Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.
 
Sometimes, when I read the Gospel, it is can be just a single word that catches my mind, my 
imagination, and often my heart. This week, that word was "cornerstone".

In the strictest definition, a cornerstone is defined as “a stone representing the nominal starting place in 
the construction of a monumental building, usually carved with the date and laid with appropriate 
ceremonies.” It is the starting point of construction. It is the piece that basically anchors all work that 
comes after.

A secondary definition also offers, “something that is essential, indispensable, or basic.” A cornerstone is 
not, in its nature complex – it is more of a secure anchor. The piece that holds everything else together.

In the parable, we hear of a landowner who had all the cornerstones of his future wealth. He “planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants.” I’m sure thinking the cornerstone of his future wealth and prosperity were securely in place.

His next move is that he “went to another country.” I imagine feeling secure and anchored in what he 
had done.

But when harvest time arrives, he finds there are other elements in play with his cornerstone. He sends 
his servants to collect his harvest, but the tenants have other thoughts. We are offered, “the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.”
 
This is hardly sounding like a well-positioned and solid cornerstone! The landowner then sends more 
servants, and they are treated in the same manner.

Then the landowner goes a step further and sends his son. In a lot of belief systems, he is now sending 
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an even greater cornerstone, as his son is also his heir – the cornerstone of his life carrying forward. The 
servants also know this, responding with “‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.'”

The landowner's response to this offense on his cornerstone is much like we hear in Isaiah this morning.

"And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns."

Jesus points this out to the Pharisees, who predict the landowner will “put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 
time.”

But, in this, perhaps they have again chosen the wrong cornerstone to believe in and build on.

Jesus then quotes Scripture, offering from Psalm 118 “The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone, ” This is, perhaps, a bit of dramatic foreshadowing as Jesus elaborates further, “I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom.”

So the kingdom will be “taken away” from those who have built on the wrong cornerstone.

Consider your own life. What are your cornerstones? Where is your anchor? Is your life built on 
something secure and steadfast? Is God one of your cornerstones? I believe this is much of the problem 
that has been brought to the surface in this pandemic time. Many of the cornerstones that society holds 
dear have been stripped away in this time of quarantine.

Those things we have built our lives on have been stripped away. Perhaps it has been your job, perhaps 
it was your freedom to get a haircut or your freedom to go out without a mask, perhaps even how easy 
and convenient life often is, but life has changed, and given us time to reassess how we have built our 
lives and where our cornerstones may be.

If we have built on the cornerstone as the landowner has, we hear, “The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." A sobering consideration. Let’s take the 
time to consider our cornerstones this week, and give some prayerful thought to what we have built, 
and consideration as to what should be our anchor and cornerstone.

In response to this Parable, the Pharisees and the chief priests, “heard his parables, they realized that he 
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was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.”

So the groundwork is laid for the rejection of the cornerstone we need,
 
Amen.
 
Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Praying together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
 
Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us – Pray this as you will, out loud or to yourself – 
just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
 
We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. Alphonsus de 
Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting from Communion, and I 
have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We will be using this prayer in place 
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of Communion when we regather in the future.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all 
things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
 
I am delighted to share that we are going to regather at one of our Trinity cornerstones soon! There will 
be a more formal announcement this week, but mark your calendars for Sunday, October 25th! I look 
forward to regathering at our cornerstone together!
 
Yours in Christ.
Dave+


