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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

I’m finding it hard to believe that we just honored 19 years since the 9/11 attack. Let us pray this 
morning for all lives lost in the attack and let us also pray for all lives that were affected by what 
happened that day. Let us pray and remember who we all were on Sept 12, after the attack. We were in 
shock, but without separation. For a very brief period, there was no race, gender, or political side. All 
that mattered was each other.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let’s pray this together.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us now pray together the collect of the day.

The Collect

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
 

First Lesson

Genesis 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against 
us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, 
“Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants 
of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 
the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
 

The Response
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Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
Benedic, anima mea
1 [Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.
3 He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
4 He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
5 He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
6 The Lord executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7 He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.]
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
 

The Epistle

Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe 
in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in 
honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
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we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mathew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should 
I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then 
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.”
 
Praise to you Lord Christ.

A Reflection

May the words written and the prayer of all of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.

I realized recently that many of the people I work with at the shelter are judged harshly by society as a 
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whole – judged to a point of derogatory things being yelled out of windows as they cross the streets, or 
reactions of fear and withdrawing from them if walking by the shelter.
 
In contrast, there is a sort of acceptance or forgiveness in the presence of the volunteers who come in to 
help with the work and the people who bring in donations to help these folks out.

Don’t misunderstand me – some of these people have made mistakes in their past. Some have been 
“punished” for these mistakes. But continued judgment from society at large does not help their 
situation of their return to life. But let’s be honest – who among us has not made mistakes? Maybe not 
ones like I’m discussing, but I’m also not going to judge our mistakes. (And yes, I said “our” – mine, too.)

Mistakes were made in today's Gospel by the servant with the debt. The servant who owed the ten 
thousand talents pleaded for patience from the King, and the King “out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt.”

The slave, when released, gave no thought to the forgiveness he had been shown, and confronted 
another slave who owed him a hundred denarii. His judgment was harsh, as he took him by the throat, 
and then had him thrown in prison for the debt.

The lord, hearing what happened, says ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’

Forgetting mercy, his own judgment is swift. “And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until 
he would pay his entire debt.”

We then take a rather unexpected turn (unexpected in my mind, anyway), when Jesus then offers “So 
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.”

Let’s look at this for a bit. When the lord offers forgiveness to the slave, it does not seem to be “from 
the heart” – we are offered that he did this “out of pity from him.” I do not feel that pity is something 
that always comes from the heart. It can motivate the heart but does not run as deep as heartfelt 
forgiveness.

Working from a position of pity can leave you feeling good that you have tried to do the right thing, but 
it is easy to swing from a place of pity to a place of judgment, as the Lord does with the slave. Pity 
separates people. If you pity someone, one can usually offer pity from a place of perceived superiority, 
again, such as the lord over the slave. 

If a feeling is such as a “forgiveness from the heart” it is not quite as surface a feeling. We cannot as 
quickly sway from heartfelt forgiveness to a place of judgment.

Earlier, I mentioned “forgiveness” as a needed part of working with the people in the shelter. It’s not 
forgiveness out of pity – it’s heartfelt forgiveness that these folks seek, and I believe God desires for 
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them. This is the sort of forgiveness that makes them feel seen when you look at them and not over the 
top of them. It’s the kind of forgiveness that makes them feel heard when they speak. Not quite the 
same as a derogatory remark flung out of a car window, or a negative or fearful feeling in your heat 
when you see them.

When they are all seen as people, and deserving the same respect as everyone else, that is when the 
healing begins.

I feel this is how God forgives us for our debts. Unlimited forgiveness, a heartfelt feeling from the heart 
of God. My own relationship with God is such that I have trouble imagining God handed us over to be 
tortured until we would pay his entire debt. If God is love and Good News, this is hard to imagine. Our 
debt is large, yes, but that bill is already marked “Paid in Full.”

We need to strive to forgive, deeply and completely, just as God has done for us. And to strive not to 
judge. It’s not our job.

As we hear in Romans, “Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
 
This sort of forgiveness – this sort of lack of judgment – this is our call. Where does it fit in your own life?

“How often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell 
you, seventy-seven times.

 Amen.
 
Let us now confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
 
Praying together,

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
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that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
 
Let us end by praying as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us – Pray this as you will, out loud or to yourself – 
just know that God hears you.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
 
We will continue with the prayer of Spiritual Communion. This prayer was written by St. Alphonsus de 
Liguori. This prayer is now often used when the church is in a place of fasting from Communion, and I 
have heard this used in many of the on-line services being offered. We will be using this prayer in place 
of Communion when we regather in the future.

Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all 
things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
 
We have a Vestry meeting coming up where we will be discussing regathering in church again. I would 
really like to hear your opinion on this matter. Are you ready to come back to church? Do you feel safe 
doing so? Please let me or someone on the Vestry know what you think so we can consider everyone’s 
opinion. 

Yours in Christ,
Dave+


